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WHEREAS, a primary  responsibility of the Beach Erosion Authority for Clean 

Oceans and Nourishment (BEACON) is the protection of our beaches and coast as 

well as the preservation, protection and enhancement of clean ocean waters, and; 

 

WHEREAS, single-use plastic bags are a significant contributing factor to creek and 

ocean pollution, and; 

 

WHEREAS, the continued use of single use bags hampers the ability of, and 

exacerbates the cost of, local agencies complying with the National Pollution 

Discharge Elimination System (NPDES), and total maximum daily loads (TMDL) 

limits for trash, pursuant to the federal Clean Water Act, and; 

 

WHEREAS, the improper disposal of non-compostable plastic bags constitutes a 

major component of pollution and littering of our littoral streams and ocean waters, to 

the detriment of the environment, wildlife and our citizens enjoyment and use of these 

ocean and littoral resources, and; 

 

WHEREAS, prohibition of single-use bags within BEACON’s jurisdiction will 

reduce coastal and ocean impacts from plastic bags, and; 

 

WHEREAS, BEACON recognizes other entities that have endorsed resolutions 

supporting the ban of single-use plastic bags such as the Channel Islands Marine 

Sanctuary Advisory Council. 

 

THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of Directors of BEACON resolves to: 
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1. Support and endorse efforts to ban and or restrict single-use bags by BEACON 

member agencies, other government agencies within the counties of Santa 

Barbara and Ventura, and other citizen initiatives to limit the adverse impact of 

single use plastic bags on our ocean’s environment. 

2. Support and encourage educational campaigns for voluntary use of reusable 

shopping bags. 

3. To seek support from member agencies and other agencies within the counties 

of Santa Barbara and Ventura for BEACON to pursue a regional 

Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the ban and or restriction of single-use 

bags. 

Resolved by the Board of Directors of BEACON, this 23rd day of September, 2011.  
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      Salud Carbajal 

BEACON Chair 
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Brian Brennan 

Executive Director 
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